
 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
THE WOODSTOCK ACADEMY 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
November 4, 2020 
 
                                                     
PRESENT: Blackmer, Robert; Duvall, Nancy (C); McGinn, Walter; Paquette, Philippa; Trivella, Joan; Tuttle, Brent 
(P); Sandford, Chris; Singleton, Holly; Sturdevant, Jon; Susi, Michael; Woodland, Julie 
ABSENT WITH NOTIFICATION: Atchinson, Keith; Frankhouser, Hans (W); Higgins, Edwin; Kelly, Paul; 
Swenson, Christine 
 
1. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Board Secretary Paquette at 7:06 p.m.    
 
2. Community Participation – None. 
 
3. Secretary’s Report—Minutes of October 14, 2020 
MOTION: (Blackmer/Tuttle) To approve the minutes of October 14, 2020 as presented.    
      Unanimous 
4. Correspondence 
Head of School Sandford reviewed the correspondence which was included in the packet. He noted an assortment 
of award letters to students and staff, a letter to Woodstock Public Schools expressing sympathy for the loss of 
school psychologist Emily Belval, and a thank you letter from Assistant Board Secretary Barbara Child. 
 
5. Self-Evaluation Goals 
Head of School Sandford asked the group to clarify their goals and objectives for the proposed BOT consultant. He 
hopes to pass that information along to potential candidates prior to their interview with Board Chair Swenson. 
Discussion included the need to:  
(1) better define the roles and expectations of Board members  
(2) promote greater efficiency with improved communication between subcommittees in order to improve the 
operations of the Board 
(3) foster greater Board member motivation, preparation and participation in order to create more effective Board 
involvement 
(4) attract a more diverse Board membership as previously discussed 
(5) develop a short-term and long-term vision of where the Board leadership should be headed. 
 
6. Annual Holiday Party 
Head of School Sandford asked for feedback about whether or not to hold the annual holiday party this year. The 
group agreed that given our current health reality, it would be wise to cancel the event for this year. Head of School 
Sandford still plans to send out the annual Academy holiday cards. 
 
7. Subcommittee Lists 
Revised subcommittee lists were distributed. Some committees could still use a few more members. There were no 
questions. 
 
8. Other Items 

• Associate Head of School Singleton provided a detailed overview of the plans in place for students to 
resume in-person learning as part of a hybrid plan beginning on Monday, November 9. Her presentation 
touched on student groupings, busing, lunch, teacher professional development/room prep, and plans for 
substitute teachers on Mondays and Tuesdays. 

• Board Secretary Paquette remarked how wonderful the recent Academy Leadership Conference was, saying 
Social Studies Department Chair Sara Dziedzic, Assistant Head of School John Rigney, and the various 
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student chairs did an amazing job promoting the event and managing the technology aspect. It was a great 
achievement. 

 
9. Executive Session—Legal 
MOTION: (Trivella/Duvall) To enter into Executive Session to discuss Legal matters, inviting Christopher 
Sandford, Holly Singleton, Jon Sturdevant, Michael Susi and Julie Woodland to attend, at 7:35 p.m. 
      Unanimous 
The meeting returned to regular session at 7:45 p.m. 
 
10. Possible Action Based on Executive Session – None. 
 
11. Adjournment 
MOTION: (Tuttle/Duvall) To adjourn the meeting at 7:45 p.m. 
      Unanimous 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Julie Woodland 

Julie Woodland 
Board Clerk 
 
 

The Woodstock Academy prepares all students by providing diverse opportunities through a rigorous 
curriculum and a variety of programs in order to cultivate the necessary skills to become lifelong learners 

and global citizens.  
 
 


